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Analysis of the Spotlight Film

Discussion 1

The movie spotlight depicts a story of how ethics can be used in various places or professions to hide the truth. In all these scenarios, where fact should be the prevailing circumstance, ethics are used to hinder it.
Legal ethics in the movies lead the catholic church priests' lawyers to hold their client's confidentiality continuously. The legal liability to keep a client's information from the public was among the ethical grounds of law that led lawyers such as Jim Sullivan and Eric MacLeish to initially withhold information to help investigate the evils under the catholic priesthood. The attorney was torn between telling the truth and upholding legal ethics, which were an excuse for keeping secrets.
On the same, the church had documents sealed by the court, yet they held the truth. The mandate of the court to uphold ethics in their profession leads them to deprive the media of these essential documents that contained the fact on an ongoing investigation (Riddick & Ruth, pg. 40).  Similarly, journalism ethics are seen in the movie as a barrier to the Spotlight team in uncovering the truth, and they view these aspects as non-professional concerns. One of the Ethics in the field of journalism is the minimization of harm brought about by a report. However, depreciation of damage would only lead to the hiding of the truth. The Spotlight team has no otherwise but to uphold their journalism ethics, which guide them to delay the story for much longer since it was first reported to them. The team is challenged morally and ethically.
The religious ethics of the catholic diocese also lead them to protect the whole with fear of giving up an individual. The church tends to relocate priests who were caught to another diocese to protect them from media. Through its influence, the Catholic Church blocks stories that could lead to mass damage in the institution through bribery and threats (Riddick & Ruth, pg. 40). This ethics of the church to keep its priests pure in the people's eyes leads to the covering of the bad stories for so long. In the paper, Mike wrote that the Catholic knew about the abuses but did nothing about it.
Discussion 2
The team of journalists from the Spotlight who investigated the scandal did so in the most professional manner. The reporters acted ethically while interviewing victims. They made it clear to keep everything the survivors wanted secret as confidential. Similarly, they did not disclose the survivor's identities, and to those who did not want their families to know also kept it a secret. While interviewing the scandal victims, the team ensured to observe empathy and did not push the young victims into telling what they did not want to say.

It is usually prudent for journalists to ensure that one does not push make the victim to feel attacked. The Spotlight did not approach victims with cameras and work tools, which could have led them to feel like they are being exposed. Instead, they made them feel like they had someone to talk to. These led most of the victims, such as to come out clean. Similarly, the journalists made it clear to the victims what they wanted to know. This is an essential ethical consideration as it makes the person being interviewed to be psychologically prepared.
Discussion 3
Constance Sweeney was the judge presiding over the case. From her historical background and devotion to the Catholic Church's faith, everybody believed she would rule in favour of the church. Unexpectedly, she did not. When Mike went to access the records and faced issues, he asked judge Volterra about it. The judge said, "Maybe so, but tell me, where is the editorial responsibility in publishing records of this nature?” (Singer and Mccarthy, pg. 29). The judge was concerned about the underlying ethical grounds that the journalist was operating under. However, Mike's response "Where's the editorial responsibility in not publishing them?" triggered a new thought about the media's responsibility to expose such issues. Rezende meant by him imply that the public needed to know.
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